
Notes and Queries.
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than ten^rnid' not later than twelve, but of course it must partly depend on

thp other things they are learning. H. A. S.

Children’s “country walks.— Nothing is more delightful than taking

children for a slow, rambling walk up a country lane, when the

lane is full of varied interests. Sometimes I have seen children walking

along the very road I am writing of, in an utterly listless fashion, owing to

the governess or friend in charge of them not having the wisdom to teach

them aught. Having lived much with some children quite near the country,

it has often been a pleasure to me to take them out, and explain the simple

things we saw around us. We found out that the telegraph posts gave out

sounds like intermittent “ beats,” the cause of which I had to explain
;
also,

quite accidentally, we found that at one particular bend of the road, a fairly

good echo came back to us from the Yorkshire Wolds; and, by listening

carefully, we learnt that the stream not only gave out high rippling notes,

but had one lower continuous one
;
while nearly all the old field gates

creaked out a different sound. I often asked them suddenly how many
different sounds were within hearing at once—such as those from the farm,

the singing of birds and their scudding overhead, the rumble of the country

waggon, the quick trotting of a horse not in sight, the lazy sound of the

machine turning up the brown soil, the trees, the distant roar of the sea,

and the strange hum which came up the hill from the town below. When
\\e got to the top of the hill I used to ask them what they saw, and got

them to describe as accurately as possible the colours of the sky, sea, and
land.—F. S. P.

Theie is one point in favour of home instruction versus the kindergarten

as I J
1 ^ 11C

n \
S^0U^ to point out to mothers of young children. As far

q o’clorl/t

a m
f
e
^

aiten sch°°l s are held in the morning, generally fr°m

Z

1

* ° r “• ™s leavK »o time for the d£ly walk, nor for

ll r 1”"3
"!
m°r"ins Th“ ‘he afternoon is somewhat

*’ U"'ess a ”°ther can devote her time to the children, or a gover-

QUERIES,

ness is engaged to be with them, they are w.
nurses. May I state my own experience in t

?
eCessan,

y the hands of th
g.rl, and there was no kindergarten to which ^ 1 had one iule
her day in the following manner

: From tht^e
her -

' a-i e
ture, hymn, and English reading with me at m

°r S 'X t0 nine-ScriD
her French bonne at 10.30

; walk at 11 ; sleen at \,TV French less°n with
wished. I may here add that she slept regularlv

“ VV as lonS a* she
this rest was had by lying on the floor for thirt/nSl ?

** age °f nine
>
when

room. In the winter, if fine, another walk or run till Jvi u 1
° ,n the scho°l-

governess came for an hour and a-half or so for e

J

,

,vvhena y°ung daily

sums, music, and writing. The little child, thouelTIl.iT
1* in 8eoBraphy,

employed till her tea time, and a happier, merrier onivchZ™
US happily

In the summer, the governess came first, and then the ^ Seen '

with me or her bonne
,
or had a game of play till h«Ht

•

d Wa ked either

friends. I hope that mothers will endeavour to keep up iT^^n 'T
'iUle

fashioned bu, priceless boon of the mid-day sleep, doubly essemid in ,h “e'days of high pressure and excitement.—

D

inah
tnese

Answer to F. L. B -London is a difficult place in which to train a laddie
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taSteS-’ If k were at all possible to manage it
should like to send him for a year to a country rectory, where he could be
out of doors many hours in the day without feeling that he was doin- any
thing contrary to rules. Let him climb trees to see how birds build their
homes and bring up their families. Let his clothes be such as will not easily
tear, or will not cause much lamentation when torn. Gloves will no longer
be a necessary evil, and pockethandkerchiefs will be so much wanted for

carrying home precious treasures of all kinds, dead or alive, that, although
no doubt very dirty, they will, sooner or later, reach the washtub. If

impossible to send him away from town, I would give him a morning or

afternoon once or twice a week at the South Kensington Natural History

Museum, among the birds and beasts, which are there so admirably dis-

played with their customary surroundings, telling the story of their life in

the most fascinating manner. On the other days he might, with pencil, pen,

wood, clay, or any other means, attempt to reproduce whatever most

interested him. Ernest’s mother does not say if her boy goes to a day-

school, or has a governess or tutor, or if she teaches him herself. One thing

he must be taught, and will learn but from her, to try to follow the example

of the Roy of Nazareth who was subject to His parents, the pattern Boy as

He is the pattern Man. The pattern One of whom we all, young and old,

must be “
imitators,” if we desire to be true men and women. E. E. J.

An institution for the training of kindergarten nurses of the type

described in the last issue of the Parents' Review is much needed and there

is every hope that some such institution may be started early in the autumn.

The lady who is anxious to establish this much needed institution is an

experienced kindergarten trainer, and one who has long een cona
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in a children’s hospital The best methods ot dealmg with

J”
, in all that is noble and generotts, and * « •*"

'

.king, needlework, and household work.-KlNDincan .

training in cooking,


